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See Study,  Page 19

Moving On
The Mount Vernon High School MCJROTC presents the colors at the June 19 gradua-
tion ceremonies. Graduation coverage, pages 3 and 7.
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By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

N
early a year ago,
Fairfax County
sought an outside
opinion on its po-

lice department’s use of force. That
July 2014 assignment went to the
Washington, D.C.-based Police
Executive Research Forum.

The organization gained access
to unredacted files and case infor-
mation going back 10 years, as
well as police academy training
sessions and other areas of the
department while conducting the
review. While not pursuing cases
currently under investigation, the
review team did look at use of
force cases and deadly force cases.

The concept then was to com-
pare Fairfax County’s policies and
practices to other jurisdictions and
best practices, and make recom-
mendations for how the county
could improve.

Fairfax County published the
completed review report online
the weekend immediately after
they received it. The following
Monday, June 22, Police Executive
Research Forum executive director
Chuck Wexler and director of ap-
plied research and management
Tom Wilson attended the meeting
of the Fairfax County Police Prac-
tices Review Commission to give
an overview of the document.

THE REVIEW includes 71 recom-
mendations, spanning 92 pages. It
and Wexler are generally positive
about Fairfax County’s police.

“This is a good department that
wants to be better,” said Wexler,
“not just good but one of the best
in the country.”

If the organization’s recommen-
dations are implemented, the re-
view text states, it would “signifi-

cantly enhance the [Fairfax
County Police Department’s] inter-
nal operations and its ability to
serve the community in ways that
build trust and cooperation, while
increasing the professionalism
with which use-of-force incidents
are handled in the county.”

Wexler chose five main areas for
improvement to highlight in his
presentation of the review. These
included more comprehensive use
of force training for police offic-
ers that is scenario-based, holistic
and would be implemented de-
partment-wide.

The second area was a recom-
mendation to explore implement-
ing a policing practice called the
Decision Making model, adopted
from use in Scotland and across

Study Examines
Police Use of Force
Recommendations outlined at latest
police review commission meeting.

Subcommittee member
Jose Santos of Great Falls
asks for the Police Execu-
tive Research Forum’s
opinion on how Fairfax
County Police release
information. “There’s a
knee-jerk reaction,” he
said, “a reluctance to air
out their dirty laundry.”
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

G
raduations have always made
Margret Lingenfelter sad. “It
really resonates with me and
holds a weird place in my

heart,” the West Potomac High School class
of 2015 president said during her gradua-
tion remarks to fellow wolverines. “Every-
one wants to see everyone else succeed.
That’s what I think I’ll miss the most about
West Potomac. Hashtag blessed.”

The senior officer gave the welcome ad-
dress at the June 18 commencement cer-
emony held in George Mason University’s
Patriot Center basketball arena.

Graduate speaker Alexis Nobrega deliv-
ered the message of standing out and be-
ing unafraid to be who you are. “When we
were young,” she said, “we all thought if

we didn’t fit in, we didn’t stand a chance.”
Standing out, Nobrega said, “can lead to

the greatest award. Believe in yourselves;
you’ve already made it this far.”

First-year principal Alex Case praised the
class of 2015 for being “engaged, focused,
inquisitive and dedicated.”

Case was particularly proud of the class’
dedication to the local community: As a
group, he said, they put in 9,000 hours of
community service in the two weeks lead-
ing up to graduation. That makes around
27,000 hours as a class over the last four
years, Case continued.

The principal threw out another statistic,
that together the class of 2015 had taken
around 6,000 standardized tests. And
though they were successful through those
examinations, Case said it’s important to
remember “life seldom comes with answer
choices A, B, C or D.”

500 West Potomac graduates cross the Patriot Center stage.Wolverines Walk

West Potomac se-
niors proceed into
the Patriot Center for
their June 18 gradu-
ation ceremony.

From left are West
Potomac graduates

Zshana Lee, Fiorella
Garay, Alexis Lee and

Ajenae’ Herbert.

Senior class president Margret
Lingenfelter delivers a welcome
message peppered with hashtag
slogans and the reminder that
“Wolverines don’t wear hats.”

Graduate speaker Aman Butt,
originally from Pakistan, said it
took her six years to graduate
from high school. She thanked her
teachers for helping her under-
stand “there is no age limit to
learning in life.”

From left are West Potomac graduates Virtuso Martin, Genet Tesfay,
King Luther Martin, Chanidapa Suksiripornrit, Dylan Stephens and
Madi Nashid.

Graduate speaker
Alexis Nobrega encour-
aged her fellow gradu-
ates to “be unafraid to
be who you are.”

Marina Zuffi (right), the final West Potomac
graduate of the afternoon, receives help from
her siblings to rise from her wheelchair and
walk across the stage.

Photos by

Tim Peterson

The Gazette

Viewpoints

Where do you see yourself in 10 years? Catina Accardi (left) plans to at-
tend Virginia Tech and study nursing.

“The program at Virginia Tech is four
years. After that, I see myself working as
a nurse somewhere.”

Margaret O’Meara (center) plans
to attend Virginia Tech and study com-
munications.

“I see myself working in a job, maybe
for ‘The Tonight Show.’”

Taylor Haas (right) plans to at-
tend the University of California,
Berkeley and study business.

“I like economics — I see myself
working in international business,
maybe in France or Germany.”

Anton Kheirani plans
to attend Hampden-Sydney
College in Farmville and
study economics.

“I see myself as a lawyer
working in environmental
law.”

Ajenae’ Herbert plans
to attend Clark Atlanta

University and study early
childhood development.
“Hopefully with my own
daycare. I like kids, they

make me happy.”

Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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Interested in a Career in Real Estate? Pre-licensing courses are available soon. Call Managing Broker, Mark Ackermann, at 703-851-8100 for further information.

Alexandria
House

$275,000
400 Madison St.
#1909. SE corner.
Meticulously reno-
vated, 2 bedroom, 2
bathroom, 2 garage
spaces. All rooms are
sun-drenched, with
floor-to-ceiling
windows/doors to the
81 ft. balcony. 24-hour
concierge, roof pool –
so many amenities.

Lib Willey
703-362-7206

OPEN SUNDAY 2–4

Old Town
$799,000

731 South Pitt
St. Sensational
2009 addition to
circa 1940 Yates
Gardens home.
Possible to enjoy
two-level living +
nicely finished
basement. Parking
easement bonus.
Diann Hicks Carlson

703-628-2440

NEW PRICE

Alexandria/Quaker Hill $1,075,000
1107 Dartmouth Road. Fabulous Craftsman home with
over 3,300 sq. ft. of well-designed living space! 5 bedrooms,
4 full baths, 3 finished levels and stone fireplace. Gourmet
kitchen with adjoining family room. Huge Owner’s suite with
sitting area, luxury bath and 2 walk-ins. Spacious 3rd level
with full bath. Large professionally landscaped yard.

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Del Ray $1,050,000
3 East Bellefonte. Gorgeous Brick Colonial with over 3,000 sq.
ft. of living space and a fabulous new Chef’s kitchen! 4
bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 4 finished levels. Spacious kitchen with
adjoining family room and awesome screened porch & deck
(Trex). 4th level bedroom/office with full bath and sun deck.
Lower level recreation room and storage room. 1 off-street
parking space. Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Old Town
$1,035,000

513 Princess St.
Elegant Bulfinch Square
townhome recently
renovated just steps
from shopping &
restaurants! 3 bedrooms
(all suites), 3.5 baths,
living room with fireplace
flanked by 2 sets of
French doors to a walled
garden. Formal dining
room, gorgeous new
kitchen and renovated
baths. Lower level family
room and bedroom suite.
2 assigned parking
spaces.

Christine Garner
703-587-4855

Old Town $1,950,000
130 Prince St. Historic 4 BR, 3.5 BA home on “Captain’s Row” 1 block off King St.
and 2 blocks from the river. Extensive restoration with nearly 3,000 sq. ft. of living
space featuring spacious light-filled rooms with 10' ceilings, beautiful moldings,
random-width wood floors and 2 fireplaces. Eat-in kitchen with exposed beams
and rear stairs to upper level. Main level bedroom with full bath plus half bath for
guests. Upper level with 3 BR and 2 BA including the Master suite. Unfinished
lower level with high ceilings and heat, back porch, rooftop deck and fenced yard
with pergola and Koi pond. Christine Garner 703-587-4855

250K PRICE REDUCTION

Arlington $1,750,000
802 N. Lincoln St. LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION – This energy-certified
home has it all. Gorgeous Colonial within a short walk to Clarendon and
the Metro. Five bedrooms, four & a half baths. Surround system.
Gourmet kitchen with family room. Upper level has four bedrooms.
Owner’s suite with coffered ceiling and spa bath. Elegant living room,
dining room and office. Lower level recreation room. Private bedroom
with full bath. Cary Garcia 703-505-9513

CLARENDON BEAUTY

Alexandria/Stoneybrooke $515,000
3804 Cobblestone Ct. Lovingly maintained, beautifully
updated 5 BR/3 BA home in desirable Stoneybrooke, w/new
kitchen, roof, siding, windows etc. on 1/4 acre w/new deck to
enjoy the outdoors. Mins to Metro, D.C., Alex./Old Town.
Sunny, open floor plan w/lots of space – READY to MOVE IN!

Mike Downie 703-780-2727

JUST LISTED

Alexandria/
Runnymeade

$445,000
6067 Knights Ridge Way.
Beautiful remodeled home
on quiet cul-de-sac in
Runnymeade neighbor-
hood. Remodeled kitchen
with granite counters, large
pantry & desk area.
Hardwood floors on main
level; composite deck off
main level. Two master
suites up each with
remodeled full baths &
granite counters. Master
bath with whirlpool tub &
walk-in closet. Basement
with family room, third
bedroom and remodeled
full bath.

Julie Hall
703-786-3634

JUST LISTED

Alexandria/Carlyle Square $363,000
520 John Carlyle Dr. Unit 219. Sleek contemporary 1
bedroom, 1 bath condo in fabulous Carlyle Square just
steps from shopping, restaurants with the convenience
of METRO! High ceilings with exposed ducts and large
windows looking out to the beautiful courtyard. 1
garage parking space with adjacent large storage unit.

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

UNDER CONTRACT

Arlington $369,000
2200 Westmoreland St. #227. Immaculate, like new, 1 BR
condo in the heart of Arlington. This gem has latest
appliances, granite counters, maple cabinets, pecan wood
floors, washer/ dryer, and limestone tile bath. It also has a
large convenient garage space and storage unit. STUNNING!
Close to everything: E. Falls Church Metro. Best-priced unit in
the complex! Mike Downie 703-780-2727

JUST LISTED

Alexandria $550,000
7040 Quander Rd. No need to book trips with your own backyard oasis. This
2,300+ sq ft comfortable home has a pool and screened porch for outdoor
living. European white & blue tile kitchen with picture window overlooking a
lush backyard. Three main level bedrooms & 2 full baths. Next winter will be
cozy with 2 fireplaces. Full lower level could accommodate an in-law suite
with family room, full kitchen & bath, walk-out and workshop. Park your car in
the garage & walk to the bus stop and local shopping & dining.
Greg Koons 703-209-7678 & Joni Koons 703-209-7277

NEW LISTING
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For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Olive Park • $494,900
8732 Lea Lane

Lovely 3,000+ sq ft Colonial w/5
BRs/4 BAs on a beautiful .5 acre lot.
A 2005 upper level addition offers a
true master bedroom/master bath
suite, both w/vaulted ceilings along
w/2 other bedrooms & a bath. The
main level has 2 BRs, 2 BAs plus a
large kitchen which opens to a great
room, both w/vaulted ceilings. A

wood-burning FPL in the living room & wood stove in the great room add to
the charm. 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 25 mins to NTL Airport.

Alex./Riverside Estates • $509,000
8405 Bound Brook Lane

Stunning version of Riverside’s
most popular Colonial model –
Freshly painted interior, beautifully
refinished hardwood floors on
main and upper levels. Gorgeous
bump-out expanding the kitchen
eating area and looks out to a
spectacular back yard. Large

spacious bedrooms plus a walkout partially finished basement. 5 mins
to Ft. Belvoir, 15 mins to Old Town & Metro. Priced to sell!

Alex./Woodlawn Estates • $769,900
8896 McNair Drive

Spectacular Colonial w/3 finished levels,
large 2-car garage on a quiet cul-de-sac look-
ing across to the 9th fairway of Mount
Vernon Country Club. 3,800 sq. ft. of living
space w/beautiful hardwood floors, huge
bedrms, master bedrm w/sitting room, 3.5
updated baths including MBA suite. Totally
remodeled kitchen w/SS, granite, ceramic tile
flr. Huge walk-up lower level w/recreation

rm, game rm, full bath & 500 sq.ft. of storage (can use RR as 5th bedrm). Spectacular land-
scaped lot w/beautiful stone patio & private hot tub. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir – A 10!!!

Alex./Yacht Haven • $849,900
4505 Dolphin Lane

4,000 sq. ft. of renovated luxury in this
5 BR/4 BA Split – Updates: Kitchen, all
4 baths, spectacular cherry hdwd floors
– Great room opens to beautiful sun-
room addition that opens to spectacu-
lar 35K deck overlooking an unbeliev-
able custom landscaped bkyd. House
designed for independent living on

either level. Two updated HVAC systems plus tankless HWH – the list goes on &
on. Walk to marina, clubhouse & pool. Nothing better in all of Mount Vernon.

City of Fairfax/Fairfax Towne Estates
$519,900 • 10415 Darby Street

Lovely 4 level, 5BR, 2BA home
w/carport & great bkyd. Hardwd
floors refinished & interior newly
painted. 2 wood burning fpls, one in
the living rm & one in the family rm.
Lg family rm w/skylights & living rm
w/vaulted ceiling. Lg bay window
nicely accents the separate formal

dining rm. Carpeted LL can be convenient playoorm, & the unfinished base-
ment has ample storage space. Treed corner lot w/fenced bkdy. New Roof.

Alex./River Towers • $239,900
6621 Wakefield Dr., #209

This lovely unit has 2BRs, 2BAs, & a sought after
Balcony! The bathrms have been updated, the unit
freshly painted & new carpeting. Utilities are
included in condo fees. River Towers’ amenities
include a swimming pool, tennis courts, garden plots,
picnic grove w/grills, beautifully landscaped grounds,
& so much more. River Towers has a metro connec-
tor bus out front that goes to the Huntington Metro

yellow line. Great community & location. Close to GW Pkwy, Mt. Vernon Bike Trail, Potomac River, & Belle
Haven Marina.. Less than 5 minutes to Old Town, Alexandria along GW Parkway, 15 minues to Ft. Belvoir.

Alex./Riverside Estates • $544,900
8602 Cherry Valley Lane

Stunning 4 BR, 2.5 BA Colonial
w/2-car garage and sunroom on a
beautiful lot.  Meticulously main-
tained. Many updates: newer
kitchen and baths, refinished hard-
wood floors, freshly painted inte-
rior, Family Room w/fireplace off
the kitchen. Lower level has room

to finish off for a Recreation Room and office. 10 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15
mins to Old Town Alex., 25 mins to National Airport.
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News

By Samantha Tkac

The Gazette

P
reparing to conclude their first camping trip
on Solomon’s Island, third graders Anna Foote
and Logan Jackson of Brownie Troop 1157

decided to check the campground to see if they had
left any items behind. What they found instead were
crimson embers and budding flames in an unattended
fire pit at the evacuated neighboring campsite. The
two girls sprinted through the campground’s dense
forest to notify troop leaders. Using an assembly line
method, each Brownie took turns picking apart the
sizzling pit and drowned the red-hot embers in wa-
ter to ensure the fire wouldn’t rekindle.

On Friday, June 19, the Mount Vernon Fire De-
partment wanted to recognize Troop 1157 for team-
work and bravery, and to discuss the methods of fire
safety the Brownie troop utilized. Natalie Himel re-

called in a flurry, “We had to get water and get to
the ember right away.” Anna Foote said that the
troop, “… each took turns with the sprinkler can.”
Allison Ary added that, “We’d poke at the fire with a
bamboo stick.” Abby LaFleur said, “Some fire was
under the wood, so we had to move the wood [with
the bamboo stick] to get the fire out.”

When asked if the girls were following a specific
Brownie code of conduct, Monica Rusten, who was
the designated “fire patrol” leader during the trip
remembered to follow one single rule, “You can only
be in the fire circle if you ask to be in the fire circle.”
Coordination and teamwork were key factors that
helped the Brownies triumph over the potential
threat. When asked if the girls were nervous about
confronting the fire, Troop 1157 answered with a
resounding, “No.”

The troop gathered in front of Firefighter Daniel
Donato in the garage of the Mount Vernon Fire Sta-
tion, to learn about what it means to be a firefighter
in their hometown. Donato set the tone for the visit
as he swung up on the side of the fire truck, flipped
a latch and revealed the ax kept beneath the engine’s
outer shell—“The ax,” he said, “is used for a fighter
fighter’s favorite activity — breaking things.”

The girls realized that they have big shoes to fill,
as they took turns trying on Donato’s heavy flame-
proof suit. Afterwards, they were led through the
back door of the ambulance and out its front pas-
senger door — 15 minutes before the vehicle raced
out of the garage.

For the main event, the girls were able to experi-
ence what it feels like to put out a fire on a larger
scale, as they all helped attach  a distended fire hose
to the fire hydrant out back. The girls stood in a line
with both arms supporting the tube, directing its
heavy flow into the air. Then Donato and two other
firefighters took their turn with the hose and shot a
stream of water into the air. The girls howled in their
cool embrace, twisting around one another in the
hazy centerline between the street steam and the
sparkling mist.

At the end of the visit, Donato gathered the pack
of dripping, smiling faces for a simple and sincere
recognition, “Thank you guys for being so brave.”

Mount Vernon Firefighters recognizes Brownie Troop 1157 for using fire safety on
their first camping trip.

Red-Hot Brownies Fight Fire
Fire station praises
troop’s teamwork.

Firefighter Daniel Donato teaches Brownie
Troop members how to hold a fire hose.
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Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Discover the secret source of many collectors, dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

Herbert Riggs
703-966-2647

herbert.riggs@gmail.com
herbertriggs.com

8514 DOTER DRIVE IN WAYNEWOOD • ALEXANDRIA • $749,900
Beautiful 5-level split. Gorgeous large corner lot with manicured lawn and mature trees.
Upgrades: AC, deck, portico, upper bathrooms, regal living room with hardwood floors and

cozy wood-burning fireplace. Open renovated
gourmet kitchen with granite counters,
custom honey maple cabinets, stainless steel
appliances and decor range. Renovated family
room with 2-sided fireplace. French doors to
tranquil patio.
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News

Bidding Farewell to Mount Vernon High School
T

he year has not been
without its chal-
lenges, but so many
wonderful things

happened for us this year, too, as
we celebrated 75 years of excel-
lence. The awards and honors are
far too many to mention here, but
the entire Mount Vernon High
School community can be proud
of the accomplishments of our stu-
dents and our staff. On Friday,
June 19, 403 seniors graduated,
eager for the next phase of their
lives. The class took with it innu-
merable honors, awards, and col-
lege scholarships. Our students at
all grade levels have excelled in
academic and athletic competi-
tions. They have represented you
and our school very well. Our
teachers and staff have been rec-
ognized for their dedication and
outstanding service to our stu-

dents, our school, and the county,
including the FCPS First Year
Teacher of the Year Award to
MVHS drama teacher, Lee
Daugherty and Berkeley McHugh
was a finalist for FCPS Teacher of
the Year.

“I would like to send a special
thank you and congratulations to
the following teachers and staff
members who are retiring from
FCPS on June 30, 2015: Bob
Maxey (director of Student Activi-
ties), Willie Medley (MCROTC),
Bob L’Hommedieu (science), Kerry
Miller (special education), Joyce
Ramos (media center), Donna
Sinclair (art). They have positively
impacted the lives of many stu-
dents for many years and for that
we are grateful. Each of them will
be missed.”

— Principal Nardos King

“

State Del. Scott Surovell, Mount Vernon
District Supervisor Gerry Hyland and
former sub-school principal of Mount
Vernon High School Michael S. Skinner.

 Judith Belzer directs the Mount Vernon
High School Madrigals.

Commencement
speaker Billy Davis,

a graduate of Mount
Vernon High School
and member of the

Mount Vernon
Sports Hall of Fame,

is currently the
special agent in

charge with the U.S.
Secret Service with

the vice presidential
division.

A small memorial was
placed in front of the main
stage as a remembrance to
the late Gerald Jose
Gomez, a student at Mount
Vernon High School.

Principal Nardos King gives
honor graduate speaker
Michael Rivera a hug be-
fore he begins his speech.

Honor graduate speaker
Samantha Grimes

Temesgen Tiguba Abera

President of the senior
class Charles Evans ad-
dresses his classmates.

Superintendent of FCPS Karen Garza and
principal Nardos King applaud Charles
Evans and his message to his senior
classmates.

Mohammed Ali (center) was one of the 22
honor graduates with a grade point aver-
age of 4.0 or better.
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LIZ BUCUVALAS
Life Member, NVAR Top Producer • Member, NVAR $10 Million+ Sales Club
703.626.8400 • LIZPG@AOL.com
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
310 King Street,  Alexandria, Virginia 22314    703.518.8300

Waterfront on the Potomac
7717 SOUTHDOWN ROAD • ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22308

Waterfront on the PotomacWaterfront on the PotomacWaterfront on the Potomac

Schools

End of School Year
Fort Hunt Elementary School staff and faculty line
up to say goodbye to students on the last day of
school.

Fort Hunt Elementary
School students wave to

Fort Hunt staff and
faculty as they leave

school on the last day
before summer vacation.
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I
ndependence Day is a national celebra-
tion, and for many, that celebration in
cludes alcohol. The summer overall and
July 4 in particular are times of greater

risk for drinking and driving.
This is true for the young adults over 21 liv-

ing with you, and unfortunately also for many
teens who are under 21. More on that below.

For all revelers in independence:
Make a plan. Plan to celebrate with
access to public transportation. Plan
to have a designated driver. Plan to
celebrate in a place safe and comfortable to
spend the night.

But in case those plans go awry, here is an
alternative safety net.

On the night of Saturday, July 4, the Wash-
ington Regional Alcohol Program will offer free
taxi rides home (up to $30), beginning at 10
p.m. for six hours until 4 a.m. the morning of
July 5. Participants must be at least 21. Call 1-
800-200-TAXI.

On July 4, 2014, more than 150 people used
WRAP’s SoberRide service rather than possi-
bly driving home impaired.

In summer, 44 percent of all U.S. traffic
deaths are caused by alcohol-impaired drivers,
according to statistics provided by WRAP.

SoberRide is a way to help keep local roads
safe from impaired drivers during this tradi-
tionally high-risk holiday.

On July 4, historically, nearly 40 percent of
traffic deaths in the U.S. are caused by drunk
drivers; more than 20 percent of the drunk
drivers involved in those deaths during the
2013 July 4 holiday had blood alcohol con-

centrations of nearly twice the legal
limit, said Kurt Erickson of WRAP.

For parents of young adults who may
be living at home and parents of those

under 21, this is time to talk. Ask about plans,
ask specifically about getting home. Remind
those over 21 to take the WRAP phone num-
ber with them.

While you hope that young adults under 21
aren’t drinking — because there are lots of
dangers to binge drinking beyond drinking and
driving — you know that many of them will
be drinking.

Talk with your teens about the problems of
binge drinking. Let your younger family mem-
bers know that you would much rather pay
for a cab or come get them yourself than run
the risk of losing them.

This is a message important for the tail end
of graduation season and good for the whole

summer, which is the time of the highest risk
for teen drivers.

Since 1993, WRAP’s SoberRide program has
provided more than 62,500 free cab rides home
to would-be drunk drivers in the Greater Wash-
ington area.

Visit www.soberride.com.

Safe Planning for Independence
Talking and planning about celebrating July 4,
and throughout the summer months.

Editorial

Irony of
Park Petition
To the Editor:

Unfortunately some who volunteer to serve
in the civic arena do so mainly to pursue their
own personal agenda and impose it on the
community at large. Not long ago, Martin
Tillett’s Spring Bank community opposed de-
velopment of affordable housing on North Hill,
his community instead supporting a self-serv-
ing proposal in which the money would instead
be spent buying up foreclosed homes in Spring
Bank. In the mid-2000s, Mr. Tillett was in-
volved as a leader of the Spring Bank commu-
nity in negotiations with the developers who
wanted to create a centerpiece for the Mount
Vernon community, a town center at Kings
Crossing adjacent his community. The unrea-
sonable demands of the then leaders of the
Spring Bank community including Mr. Tillett
and David Dale, among other issues, caused
the developers to throw up their hands in ex-
asperation. They stated in writing:

“Fairfax County must take a leadership role
with the local citizen groups and reduce their
direct influence on the final design of the
project. Planning and Zoning comments must
be given a greater weight in the process in or-
der to prevent Kings Crossing from being held
hostage by individual citizens and minority
groups.”

The uproar from civic volunteers was quite

forceful. The developer was compelled to re-
write that statement to read as follows: “Fairfax
County must be involved in the community
outreach process in order to maintain a con-
sistent and expert intermediary with the local
citizen groups.”

The latter description was diplomatic; the
former description was accurate.

Now Martin Tillett is circulating a petition
that urges the county, at taxpayer expense, to
create a county park on the 9-acre Fairchild
property located adjacent the Spring Bank
community and Mr. Tillett’s own property, and
behind the Kings Crossing property. At least in
part as a result of his own actions and advo-
cacy, instead of a town center at Kings Cross-
ing, we have a Wal-Mart. Had we obtained the
town center, the developer had agreed to pro-
vide on the Kings Crossing property a complete
storm water management system to reduce
runoff and up to $500,000 for restoration of
Quander Brook within the Fairchild property.
With the demise of the Kings Crossing project
and development of the Wal-Mart store, the
property owner has no obligation whatsoever
to create any storm water controls on its com-
pletely impervious property that drains storm
water and debris into the Fairchild property.

The ingress-egress easement providing the
only access to the Fairchild property goes
through the northern edge of the parking lot
of the Wal-Mart property but expressly forbids
visitors to the Fairchild property from parking
there. Where the easement ends, there is a deep

ravine in the Fairchild property partially caused
by storm water runoff from the Wal-Mart prop-
erty. That ravine comprises the location of a
significant aspect of the restoration that is re-
quired in order to render the Fairchild prop-
erty usable as a park. Without that restoration,
there is no safe way to enter the property. Re-
membering that the developer had agreed to
provide full storm water controls on its prop-
erty and pay up to $500,000 to restore the
Fairchild property (a price we taxpayers would
now have to foot), it is also noteworthy that
without storm water controls being established
on the Wal-Mart property, restoration efforts
on the Fairchild property will likely be futile.
Continuing runoff from the impervious Wal-
Mart property will just erode again whatever
restoration has been carried out on the
Fairchild property.

Mr. Tillett knows all of these facts and so it
is remarkable that his petition says absolutely
nothing about the cost of restoration and the
virtual futility of trying to do so. He wants tax-
payers to fund restoration of a property that
borders his own with the hope that a neigh-
borhood park can be established that mainly
benefits his community, after the actions of he
and his community contributed to the fact that
we no longer have a developer offering to fund
the restoration and provide storm water con-
trols to prevent erosion.

H. Jay Spiegel
Mount Vernon

Letter to the Editor

Call for Pet  Photos
The Pet Gazette, a twice-yearly special edi-

tion, will publish on July 22, and photos and
stories of your pets with you and your family
should be submitted by July 15.

Our favorite pictures include both pets and
humans.

We welcome short stories about how you got
your pet, a noteworthy talent or anecdote
about your pet, tales of the bonds between your
family and your pet, plus drawings, paintings
or other artwork of your pet by children or
adults Please tell us a little bit about your crea-
ture, identify everyone in the photo, give a brief
description what is happening in the photo,
and include address and phone number (we
will not publish your address or phone num-
ber, just your town name).

Email to gazette@connectionnews
papers.com or online at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/pets

For advertising information, email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9431.
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Opinion

By Scott A. Surovell

State Delegate (D-44)

T
he Virginia’s State Corporation
Commission latest annual report
says that predatory car title
lending is thriving in Virginia.

With nearly three dozen car title lenders
between Alexandria and Quantico on U.S.
1, this is troubling news, except to the lend-
ers out to make big profits. You can read
the full report on my online newsletter –

The Dixie Pig – at
scottsurovell.blogspot.com.

Car title lending be-
gan in our state in 2010
after Virginia limited

interest rates on payday loans and preda-
tory lenders argued that a new option was
needed. Virginia law authorizes lenders to
lend money at rates up to 30 percent per
month which equates to around a 297
peercent annual percentage rate (APR). A
consumer can borrow up to 50 percent of
their vehicle’s equity and the loan term is
limited.

First, the good news from the report. The
total amount lent declined from $206 mil-
lion to around $162 million and the total
number of loans dropped from 177,775 to
155,128. This reduction could have resulted
from several factors such as more cautious
lenders, more informed consumers and an

i m p r o v e d
economy.

However, the
largest lender in
Virginia, Title
Max, co-located a
second business in
their car title loan
stores and li-
censed them as
relatively lightly
regulated “con-
sumer finance
companies.” Title

Max has been promoting these alternate
loans, which have higher interest rates,
longer terms and marginally smaller
monthly payments. I introduced legislation
to ban evasion of consumer protections by
co-location illegal, but it was killed in com-
mittee.

Given the SCC’s reporting methods, it is
impossible to determine whether predatory
lending is really up or down.

But there is clearly bad news. The inter-
est rates charged on these 177,775 loans
ranged from 84 percent to 268 percent and
the average APR was 222 percent. Those
are not typos.

The number of Virginians who failed to
make a monthly payment rose from 33,387
to 38,286. That’s about 400 people per state
delegate or nearly 1,000 people per state

senator. This means in Fairfax County’s U.S.
1 Corridor, there were probably about 1,000
people in default and probably another
1,000 to 1,500 in eastern Prince William
and Stafford counties.

Out of those 38,286 defaults, 19,368 cars
were repossessed and 14,949 were sold at
public auction. Court judgments rendered
totaled $150,593; the bulk of amounts
owed were covered by repossession sales
or debt collection tactics.

If you convert those defaults to raw dol-
lars (multiply the number of defaults
against the average loan) it equates to about
$40 million of defaulted loans or about 25
percent of the total loans made. For com-
parison, Experian reports that loans to fi-
nance car purchases (not car title loans)
have a default rate of 0.62 percent.

Predatory car title loans default 40 times
more often than traditional vehicle pur-
chase loans.

The small amount of judgments against
the lenders also tells me is that this is a very
profitable business. If a title loan shop sells
only one $1,000 loan per week and has
$52,000 under management at the state-
sanctioned 30 percent per month interest
rate then the business is projected to earn
$187,200 per year before expenses.

Given that loans cannot exceed 50 per-
cent of the vehicle value, there is little risk
to lenders if a consumer defaults, thus the

tiny amount of reported judgments. These
profits are being made off people who are
typically in extreme credit distress before
they ever borrow the money.

All of these statistics underscore the need
for Virginia to step up and short of an abso-
lute repeal of the law that allows these prac-
tices, to take action.

The state legislature should pass (1) my
legislation to prohibit title lenders from co-
locating consumer finance companies in
title loan shops and (2) legislation to re-
duce maximum interest rates from a 297
percent APR.

Also, the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors is actively considering my suggestion
to prohibit new car title lenders from locat-
ing in revitalization districts. Chesterfield
County enacted this two years ago. Prince
William and Stafford counties needs to take
action as well.

However, more is needed. Localities
should also be able to prohibit these busi-
nesses from locating near clusters of their
favorite targets — active duty military and
low-income residents.

With these steps, we can begin to limit
the financial destruction and heartbreak
that this industry is causing in Virginia.

It is an honor to serve as your state del-
egate.

If you have any feedback, please contact
me at scott@scottsurovell.org.

Predatory Lending Continues Its March Across U.S. 1

Commentary
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Open House Saturday 2:30-4 pm
Dawson Woods
3804 Kings Hill Court,
Alexandria, VA
Gorgeous, Spacious Home in
coveted Dawson Woods. 5
bedrooms with 3.5 baths. 2-car
garage. Walk to Mount Vernon
High School. $879,900
Eileen Marousek
CBmove.com/FX8624051

Centre Ridge
6314 Field
Flower Trl,
Centreville, VA
Lovely 3 BR, 3
BA townhome.
Kitchen with
island & up-
dated appli-
ances, Master
Suite with walk-
in closet.
Finished base-
ment with fam-
ily room, cozy
gas fireplace,

den & full bath. $349,900  The York Group
CBmove.com/FX8672355

Open House
Sunday 1-4pm
Open House Every
Sunday Until Sold
Cameron Station
327 Fucci Court,
Alexandria, VA
Sunny Cameron
Station Bradley
model. New hard-
woods, carpet, paint,
plantation shutters.
Beautiful throughout
w/4 levels, 3 very
large bedrooms
w/full baths. Built-

ins, FP, deck, & kitchen with bump-out bay window
& adjacent eat-in area. 2-car garage with visitor
parking right at your front door. $645,000
David & Stephanie Thorpe  CBmove.com/AX8623169

Williamsburg Manor North
2400 Candlewood Dr,
Alexandria, VA

Beautifully updated 5 bedroom/2.5
bath home. Gourmet kitchen, hard-
wood floors, large deck, and HUGE
backyard. Lovely neighborhood,
close to schools, parks, and G.W.
Parkway. $620,000
Tracy Vitali
CBmove.com/FX8665711

Olympus
6301 Stevenson Ave #204,

Alexandria, VA
Renovated condo with treed views
from large porch. Kitchen: SS appl,

tile flooring. Washer/Dryer in Unit.
Deeded parking – Secure bldg. All
utilities/parking incl in condo fee.

Commuter’s dream. $159,900
Fred Marcellus

CBmove.com/AX8616256

Gum Springs
7825 Belvedere Dr, Alexandria, VA

Home has plenty of space with six
bedrooms, three full baths and over
3,100 sq. ft. on two floors. Located

approx. ten minutes south of the
Beltway between Fort Hunt Road

and Route 1. Close to public
transportation, shopping,

restaurants and more. $489,900
Mark Souder

CBmove.com/FX8669443

People

DAR Awards
Fort Hunt Elementary School
students Yasmine Bolden,
left, and Katrina Kulinski
were honored June 17 by the
Kate Waller Barrett chapter
of the National Society
Daughters of the American
Revolution. Yasmine received
the D.A.R. Youth Good Citi-
zenship medal and Katrina
the D.A.R. Outstanding Work
in American History medal.
Past Honorary Regent Phyllis
Kelley presented the awards during the Fort Hunt sixth grade pro-
motion and awards ceremony.
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Thanking the Police
During the Gum Springs Community Day Celebration on Saturday, June
20, the Gum Springs community paid special tribute to the Mount
Vernon District Police force. Holding a microphone, the Rev. Johnnie
Abram of the Harvest Assembly Baptist Church; Queenie Cox, president
of the Gum Springs Citizens Association; immediately behind, right to
left, is the new Commander of the Mount Vernon District Police Station,
Captain Shawn Martin; Anne Rizza, sargeant; and Marvin Goodley,
detective, among many other police officers who were also in atten-
dance, as shown. The girl and boy at left are Trequan Sparrow and Jinya
Hagans.
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Alice June Atkinson Higgins died on Mon-
day, June 22, 2015. She was born June 13,
1929 in Spotsylvania County, the eldest
daughter of Anna Mae and Milton Francis
Atkinson. She was preceded in death by her
husband of 24 years, Lee Sanford Higgins,
and by her brothers Robert, George, Roscoe
and Daniel.

She is survived by her daughter, Sharon
Higgins Brock and son-in-law Steven, of Las
Vegas, Nevada, and by her son, Ronald L.
Higgins and daughter-in-law Patricia, of
Gordonsville. Grandchildren include
Heather Brock Harris (Dean) of Las Vegas,
Jason Lee Brock (Amy) of Atlanta, Ga.,
Katherine Higgins Hosey (Lance) of Wash-
ington, D.C., and John Sanford Higgins
(Lisi), of Baltimore, Md., as well as five
great grandchildren and one great great
grandchild.

Surviving sisters and brothers are Bernice
Thompson (Tom), Lillian Morrison, Ruby

Merriman (John), William (Juanita),
Raymond (Ann), and Benjamin (Gloria), all
of Fredericksburg, and Elizabeth Ridgeway
(Ashby) of Alexandria.

A family graveside service will take place
on Friday, June 26 in Alexandria. Preddy
Funeral Home of Gordonsville is in charge
of arrangements.

The family wishes to thank Dr. Thomas
Wolanski, Dr. Sutherland, staff at UVA
Culpeper Regional Hospital Medical-Surgi-
cal Unit, Dr. Chen, Windy Forch, NP, the staff
at Dogwood Village and Hospice of the Pied-
mont, as well as the many supportive and
committed friends at JABA. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to: Jefferson Area
Board for Aging (JABA), 674 Hillsdale
Drive, Charlottesville, VA 22901; Dogwood
Village, 120 Dogwood Lane, Orange, VA
22960; or Hospice of the Piedmont, 675
Peter Jefferson Parkway, Suite 300,
Charlottesville, VA 22911.

Obituary

Alice June Atkinson Higgins
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Email community announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. In-
clude date, time, location, description and
contact for event: phone, email and/or
website. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

ONGOING
“Paintings of the Potomac Valley

Watercolorists.” Through June
28, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-
Saturday, 12-4:30 p.m. on Sunday at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Find watermedia floral
and landscape paintings. Free to visit
gallery. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/greenspring.

“Building Bridges.” Through June 28
during gallery hours at Del Ray
Artisans Gallery, 2701 Mount Vernon
Ave. The gallery will unveil an
exhibit that is the result of a
partnership with Six Degrees
Consortium. Free to attend. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org.

Cat Adoption Promotion. The
Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria, 4101 Eisenhower Ave.
The Animal Welfare League will be
holding a “Class of 2015” Cat
Adoption promotion. Select cats
(typically, cats who have been at the
shelter longer than four months,
senior cats, etc.), will have fees
waived for the month of June. Email
clindsey@alexandriaanimals.org or
call 703-746-4774.

“Art Uniting People” Exhibit.
Through July 9, Monday-Friday, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. on the 2nd floor hallway
at Alexandria City Hall, 301 King St.
The exhibit is designed to raise
awareness about the stigma faced by
those with mental illness, substance
use disorders, and intellectual
disabilities. Admission is free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov.

“Saturate.” Through July 19 during
gallery hours at the Athenaeum, 201
Prince St. Six artists use different
mediums to convey moisture. Free.
Visit www.nvfaa.org.

“Boundaries & Borders.” During
gallery hours through July at the
Target Gallery at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Artists
were inspired the “outsider’s
perspective” for this exhibit. Free.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org.

“Magical, Mystical Animals.”
Through July 25, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
daily at The Potomac Fiber Arts
Gallery at the Torpedo Factory, 105
N. Union St. Studio 18. Artists will
display art inspired by childhood
stories and mythical creatures.
Admission is free. Visit
www.potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

Mt. Vernon Recreation Center Art

Class Exhibit. Through July 28,
Monday-Friday 6 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Saturday 7 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sunday 7
a.m.-6 p.m. at Saint Elmo’s Coffee
Pub, 2300 Mt. Vernon Ave. View
drawings and paintings done by the
senior art class. Free. Visit
www.stelmoscoffeepub.com.

Cool Yoga. Wednesdays through Sept.
4, 6:30–7:30 p.m. at 1900 Mt.
Vernon Ave. Participate in group
yoga sessions taught by Prasada
Yoga’s Maureen Clyne and enjoy
refreshments provided by St. Elmo’s
Coffee Pub and other local eateries.
Suitable for all levels. Bring mat,
towel and water. Free. Call 703-671-
2000.

Baseball Boat to Nationals Park.
Through Sept. 26 at various time.
Leaves from the Alexandria Marina, 1
Cameron St. Baseball fans can avoid
heavy traffic and cruise along the
Potomac to Nationals Park. Tickets
are $20 one-way and $25 round-trip.
Visit www.potomacriverboatco.com/
baseball-boat.php.

Doggy Happy Hour. Tuesdays
through Oct. at 5-8 p.m. at Jackson
20, 480 King St. Enjoy discounted
drinks and treats with one’s dog.
Free. Visit www.jackson20.com/
buzzevents_events.php.

Water Taxi to the National Mall.
Through Nov. 1, at various times at
Alexandria Marina, 1 Cameron St.
Cruise from Old Town to D.C. on the
Miss Sophia, while stopping view
some of the area’s most popular
attractions. Tickets are $28 roundtrip
and $14 one-way for adults. For
children under 12, tickets are $16
roundtrip and $8 one-way. Visit
www.potomacriverboatco.com.

Art for Life. Third Thursday of every
month. 4:30-7:30 p.m. at Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Hyatt
Regency Crystal City has partnered
will the National Kidney Foundation
for a program highlighting a different
artist each month for a year.

Civil War Sundays. 1-5 p.m. at
Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 North Union St., #327. Learn
more about the Civil War as it
occurred in Alexandria. Find
dioramas, newspaper articles and
more. Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Tiny Dancers 2015 Summer

Camps. Each session includes daily
instruction in ballet, a snack, fine
motor exercise through a theme-
related craft and a story with dress-
up dance interpretation. The session
culminates with a recital and
reception. Tiny Dancers is designed
for ages 2-12, featuring a
performance based ballet, tap, jazz

and musical theater curriculum. The
studio is located at 621 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. Call 703-
739-0900 or visit
www.tinydancers.com for more.

Art League Summer Camps.
Registration for Summer Art Camp
2015 is now open.Art Camps run
Monday to Friday, June 22-Aug. 21.
Camps are available for ages 5 and
older, with morning, afternoon, or all
day options. Subjects include:
drawing, cartooning, painting,
photography, ceramics, sculpture,
jewelry, fiber arts, clay animation,
and Basic Art Camp (a new medium
each day). $155-$345. Visit
www.theartleague.org/content/
art_camp for more.

2015 Youth Summer Art Camp.
July 20-25 or July 27-31 at Del Ray
Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave. Youth ages 8-14 spend one
week creating art and learning
creative techniques, followed by a
one-day gallery show. All art
supplies, lunch, and snacks are
provided. $300 per child.
Scholarships are available. See
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/
ArtCamp.

Grown-Ups Art Camp. June 29-July
17 at Del Ray Artisans, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Adult art instruction
including 37 workshops and events.
Classes range from working with
resin to polymer clay; from creating a
monotype or paper masterpiece to
learning how to tango. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org.

Summer of Smiles. The Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities’
Summer Fun Guide, is now available.
Summer camps and activities are
available for youth ages 2-17 and
include sports, dance, creative arts,
computer, chess, enrichment, nature,
adventure, Out of School Time
(residents only) and classic camps.
The guide has an index listing camps
by week offered and age group.
Register online or in-person at the
Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. The
Summer Fun Guide is available for
download at www.alexandriava.gov/
Recreation. Free printed brochures
will be available at City Hall,
recreation centers, and public
libraries. Call the Registration and
Reservation Office at 703-746-5414.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
12 p.m. at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union St. Photographers
and enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to share work, ideas, and
questions at this free workshop held
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December. No reservations.
Call 703-683-2205.

Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.
every third Friday at Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Live music. Tickets are $4. Call
703-765-4573.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
our live models. Fee ranges from $8-

$12. All skill levels are welcome. Del
Ray Artisans is located at 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a
schedule.

Community Yoga. Wednesdays 9:30-
10:30 a.m. and Sundays 7:30-8:45
p.m. at 532YOGA, 532 N.
Washington St. Suite 100. No
experience required to participate in
weekly community class. Suggested
$10 donation. Visit
www.532yoga.com.

Tween Yoga. Thursdays, May 28-July
16. 4-5 p.m. at at 532YOGA, 532 N.
Washington St. Suite 100. 532Yoga
uses yoga to help tweens develop
greater self-confidence. The
workshop fee is $125 or $20 for
drop-in classes. Visit
www.532Yoga.com.

Drawing and Painting Lab for
Teens. Wednesdays, June 24-July
15, 1:30-3:30 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Teens ages 13-17 may explore
techniques including concepts of
shape, line, texture and color
blending. The fee is $77 for four 2-
hour lessons. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov.

THURSDAY/JUNE 25
Mason Jennings with Karen Jonas.

7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere Music
Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Acoustic singer/songwriters perform
live. Tickets start at $25. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

 “Boundaries and Borders” is an
exhibit of 20 works in a variety of
media — including human hair.
Each piece is meant to be a commen-
tary on religion, politics, and other
societal factors across the world. The
artists come from as close as Arling-
ton and as far away as Belgium.
“Boundaries and Borders” will be on
display through July 19 at The Tar-
get Gallery, 1-5 N Union St.
Admission is free. Visit www.torpedo
factory.org for gallery hours and
more.

(Above) “The American Dream - Starring Jackie Chan and John Cusack” by Bin
Feng and “Peck, No Prick” by Rosemary Meza-DesPlas. “Peck” is made of human
hair sewn to a canvas.

‘Boundaries and
Borders’ Open at TAG

Entertainment

Mount Vernon Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-noon, Wednesdays, through Dec.
17. Fresh local food, artisan crafts. Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall
Lane. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/
mtvernonmkt.htm for more.

Old Town Farmers Market. 7 a.m.-noon, Saturdays year round. Local
farmers and artists have been selling products there since 1753. Located at
Market Square, 301 King St. Call 703-746-3200 or email
oldtownfarmersmarket@alexandriava.gov.

Del Ray Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-noon, Saturdays year round. Features
fresh vegetables and fruits in season, meats, eggs, fresh pasta and sauces,
Amish cheese, yogurt, bakery goods and more. Located at the corner of
East Oxford and Mount Vernon avenues. Contact
pmiller1806@comcast.net or visit www.delrayfarmersmarket.com for
more.

Four Mile Run Farmers & Artisans Market. 9 a.m.-1 p.m, Sundays
through November. Located at the entrance to Four Mile Run Park at 4109
Mount Vernon Ave. Visit www.4mrmarket.org/index.html for more.

West End Farmers Market. 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Sundays through November.
Fresh, locally grown, in-season vegetables as well as berries, apples, pears,
and seasonal peaches. Vendors also sell fresh-squeezed orange juice,
pastries, cheeses and more. Located at Ben Brenman Park, 4800 Brenman
Park Drive. Visit www.westendfarmersmarket.org/#FarmersMarket for
more.

Food & Drink
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To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Monday
6:30 pm Mass (Español)
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm

(en Español); 6:30 pm
Weekday & Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
preceded by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First
Friday of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass (Español)
preceded by 7:00 pm
Eucharistic Adoration

Mass Schedule

Exp. 7/31/15

FRIDAY/JUNE 26
The Derecho California Common

Celebration. 3-10 p.m. at the Port
City Brewing Company, 3950
Wheeler Ave. Celebrate the third
anniversary of the creation of a
limited edition summer seasonal: the
Derecho California Common. Lived
music and food and souvenirs for
sale. Admission is free. Email
info@portcitybrewing,com, or call
Tammy Portney at 713-560-0969.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/JUNE 26-27
SkateFest & “Sk8 For A Cause.” 3

p.m. at Wakefield Park, Annandale.
Children and adults are invited to the
8th annual Skatefest. The two-day
event of competitions and games will
raise money for Children’s National
Medical Center. Registration costs:
$25 (pre-registration), $30 (day-of
registration), +$10 (VIP tickets).
Visit www.skatefestfairfax.com.

SATURDAY/JUNE 27
Civil War Kids Drill Day. 9 a.m.-12

p.m. at Fort Ward, 4301 West
Braddock Road. Children ages 9-12
can learn more about the daily life of
the Civil War soldier. The cost per
child is $25, which includes a Civil
War kepi hat and snack. Registration
is suggested, space is limited. Call
Fort Ward Museum to register at
703-746-4848. The program will be
cancelled if it rains.

“Building Altars” Workshop. 9:30
a.m.-5 p.m. Del Ray Artisans gallery
at Nicholas A. Colasanto Center,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Create altars from small
tins and recycled items. Instructor:
Lori K. Gordon. $80 for members and

$95 for non-members not including a
$20 supply fee. See
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/Altars.

Food & Wine Festival. 12-6 p.m. at
Oronoco Bay Park, 100 Madison St.
Taste food from local restaurants and
sample Virginia wines while listening
to live music. Free admission. Visit
www.alexandriafoodandwine.com.

Pieces of a Dream. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. American R&B and jazz
group perform live. Tickets start at
$35. Visit www.birchmere.com.

THURSDAY-MONDAY/JUNE 25-29,
Choral Festival International

Summer Celebration. Various
times and dates at 319 Cameron St.
This event features professional and
community choirs. See
www.classicalmovements.com.

SATURDAY/JUNE 27
Ikebana Flower Design Workshop.

9:30-11:30 a.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Learn the fundamentals of the
Japanese art of flower arrangement.
The workshop is $35 plus a $25
supply fee. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring.

Program on Water Wise
Gardening. 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. at
Fairlington Community Center, 3308
S. Stafford St., Arlington 22206.
Master Gardeners of Northern
Virginia (Arlington/Alexandria) will
present a program on water wise
gardening.The program is free and
open to the public, but advance
registration is requested at
www.mgnv.org. Call 703-228-6414.

Family Fun: Make a Patriot
Garden. 1-2 p.m. at Green Spring

Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Children may decorate a red, white
and blue container garden in time for
the Fourth of July. The program cost
is $12. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov.

Fruit Salad Tasting. 1-4 p.m. at Olio,
1223 King St. Health and wellness
coach Donna Zurick will lead
demonstrations on fruit salad
varieties for summer. Free. Visit
www.oliotastingroom.com for more.

Entrepreneur Fellowship for
Women Graduation. 2-4 p.m. at
the Silver Spring Civic Center, 1
Veterans Pl, Silver Spring. Celebrate
the accomplishments of this year’s
graduates of the Entrepreneur
Fellowship for Women program with
Alexandria-based Empowered
Women International. Take part by
listening to women’s stories and
learning about their businesses and
projects. Also help welcome Florence
Navarro, EPI’s new Executive
Director and Chief Empowerment
Officer. Free. Visit
www.myemail.constantcontact.com/
You-re-Invited-to-EWI-s-
Entrepreneur-Fellowship-for-Women-
Graduation-
.html?soid=1101407869059&aid=
tDP5KG3SVb4 for information and to
register.

“Toy Stories.” 7 p.m. at The
Schlesinger Center, 4915 East
Campus Drive. The Metropolitan
School of the Arts of Alexandria
performs an original musical, “Toy
Stories.” Tickets start at $20. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter.

SUNDAY/JUNE 28
Cook For Your Pet. 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

at Pet Sage, 2391 S. Dove St. and
Southern Kitchens, 2350 Duke St.
Take a three-part course on cooking
for your cat or dog. Each session is

Entertainment
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Aldersgate Church Community Theater
Presents

Directed by Rebecca Patton
Produced by Leah Hays, Eddy Roger Parker and Bill Austin.

July 3, 10, 11, 16, 17 and 18 at 8:00 P.M.

July 5, 12, and 19 at 2:00 P.M.

Information & Tickets available at:
www.acctonline.org

Aldersgate United Methodist Church
1301 Collingwood Road, Alexandria VA 22308

Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

JULY
7/8/2015............................................................HomeLifeStyle
7/15/2015...............................................A+ Camps & Schools
7/22/2015.........................................................Pet Connection
7/29/2015..Professional Profiles & Business in the Community

AUGUST
8/5/2015....................................................................Wellbeing
8/12/2015..........................................................HomeLifeStyle
8/19/2015.............A+ Camps & Schools –  Back to School –

Private Schools
8/26/2015.............Newcomers & Community Guide Pullout

SEPTEMBER
9/2/2015.....................................................................Wellbeing
Labor Day is Sept. 7
9/9/2015..HomeLifeStyle Pullout – Real Estate & New Homes
9/16/2015...........................A+ Camps & Schools Open Houses

E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning

editors@connectionnewspapers.com
or complete our online form at connectionnewspapers.com/pets

Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
Be Part of The Pet Connection in July

Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify all
people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is July 15.

$25, or $60 for all three. Visit
www.petsage.com.

Sarong Brunch. 11 a.m. at Ten
Thousand Villages, 915 King St.
Learn different ways to “rock” a
sarong and partake in a light brunch
and mimosas. Tickets are $24 and
include a rayon sarong from Bali.
Customers can also upgrade to a
sarong from Bangladesh or Ghana.
Visit www.rock-your-sarong-
brunch.simpletix.com/ Event/23185/
Rock-Your-Sarong-Brunch.

Downton Abbey Tea Program. 1-3
p.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Discover whether
Downton Abbey’s depiction of life in
the 18th century provides true
historical insight or historical fiction.
The program will be followed by a
traditional English afternoon tea.
Admission is $32. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring.

Grand Re-Opening Celebration. 2-
4 p.m. at Old Town Ace Hardware,
809 S. Washington St. Reception
with snacks and sweet treats,
demonstrations and a meet and greet
with the new store owners,
managers, and staff at Old Town Ace.
The first 100 guests at the reception
will receive a free gift. Free. RSVP to

Courtney Belew at
Party@acehardwaredc.com or 703-
566-7040. Visit
www.acehardwaredc.com for more.

Henna Tattoos for El Fenn Maroc.
2-5 p.m. at Del Ray Artisans, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. For a $10
donation to nonprofit El Fenn Maroc,
artist Lori Gordon will tattoo a small,
simple henna design on a hand or
foot. El Fenn Maroc supports the
traditional arts of Morocco. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org for more.

Jazz at Meade. 4-6 p.m. at Meade
Memorial Episcopal Church, 322 N
Alfred St. Listen to jazz singer Anita
King and her quartet. Entry with a
$15 donation. Visit
www.meadechurch.org or call 703-
549-1334 or email
jazzatmeade@meadechurch.org for
more.

“Toy Stories.” 5 p.m. at The
Schlesinger Center, 4915 East
Campus Drive. The Metropolitan
School of the Arts of Alexandria
performs an original musical, “Toy
Stories.” Tickets start at $20. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter.

Brandy Clark Performance. 7:30
p.m. at The Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Tickets are $29.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

MONDAY/JUNE 29
The Rippingtons. 7:30 p.m. at The

Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Contemporary jazz
group performs live. Tickets start at
$39.50. Visit www.birchmere.com/
calendar/ for tickets and more.

TUESDAY/JUNE 30
Gardening in Alexandria. 7:30-

9:30a.m. at Mount Vernon
Recreation Center, 2701
Commonwealth Ave. The Alexandria
Beautification Commission and
Virginia Cooperative Extension invite
the public to learn how to plan and
install an urban garden. Learn local
gardening best practices and more.
Visit www.mgnv.org or call 703-228-
6414.

Concert in the Garden. 7-8 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. “Banjo Man” Frank
Cassel will perform bluegrass and
folk music. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring.

Los Lonely Boys. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Texas-based rock and

The Bumper Jacksons will celebrate the release of “Too Big World” on July 25 at The Birchmere Music Hall, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. The new album is the second for the D.C.-based bluegrass/folk band. Tickets are $20. Visit
www.birchmere.com for more.

The Bumper Jacksons Celebrate Album Release
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roll band perform live. Tickets start at
$29.50. Visit www.birchmere.com.

FRIDAY/JULY 3
Friday Evening Garden Tour. 7-8

p.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Master Gardener
docents will highlight the summer
sights, fragrances and sounds at the
end of the day, when changing light
accentuates different plants and
landscape features. Refreshments
also available. Admission is $12
person for each tour. Register on-line
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring using code 290 302
6901.

Bilal. 7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere Music
Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave. R&B
artist and wide-range vocalist Bilal

performs. Tickets start at $35. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

SATURDAY/JULY 4
An American Celebration at

Mount Vernon. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. at
George Washington’s Mount Vernon,
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial
Highway. Mount Vernon will pay
tribute to the first president of the
United States with a display of
fireworks. The event also includes
military reenactments, a wreath-
laying ceremony, and free birthday
cake for all in attendance. The public
is welcome. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

Pohick Church Tours. 1-3 p.m. at
Pohick Church, 9301 Richmond
Highway. During the colonial period,

Pohick Church was the congregation
of many of the area’s most prominent
families, including the Washingtons,
Masons and Fairfaxes. Free. Visit
www.pohick.org.

SUNDAY/JULY 5
Author Talk: Mikey “J.” 2-3 p.m. at

the Beatley Central Library, 5005
Duke St. Mikey “J,” discusses his
work and shares readings from his
book, “Color of Word.” Free. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us. for more.

MONDAY/JULY 6-AUG. 24
Yoga for Gardeners. 9:45-10:45 a.m.

at Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. This class is a gentle
introduction to the Vinyasa method

which helps participants increase the
strength, flexibility and endurance
necessary for gardening. The class is
held indoors. The class is $86 per
person. Register on-line at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov.

TUESDAY/JULY 7
Tuesday Morning Stroll. 11 a.m.-12

p.m. at the Simpson Park Gardens,
420 E. Monroe St. Residents are
invited to visit the garden, receive
free seed packets and have their
gardening questions answered by
experts. Free. Contact
carol_kilroy@comcast.net for more.

Michael Fisherkeller Talk. 7-8 p.m.
at Morrison House Hotel, 116 S
Alfred St. Michael Fischerkeller, a
Torpedo Factory visiting artist, will
be talking about his artwork which
incorporates images from pre-
Raphaelite artwork into his street-art
inspired paintings to represent
contemporary issues. Admission is
free. Call Tatyana Schremko at 703-
548-1750 or email her at
tatyana.ss@verizon.net.

TUESDAY-FRIDAY/JULY 7-10
Dance Class: Jane Franklin Dance.

10-11:30 a.m. at The Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. Body integration for
the individual is the class’s primary
goal while encouraging flexibility,
strength, and coordination. Enroll at
www.JaneFranklin.com or call 703-
933-1111.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 8
Swing Dance with DJ Dabe

Murphy. 9-11 p.m. at Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 S Pickett St. DJ swing
dance featuring the music of the
1930s, 1940s, ‘950s, and some

contemporary favorites. Tickets are
$6. Visit www.gottaswing.com.

THURSDAY/JULY 9
Robert Earl Keen. 7:30 p.m. at The

Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Country music artist
performs “The Bluegrass Sessions”
with guest The Hello Strangers.
Tickets start at $49.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

FRIDAY/JULY 10
Jason D. Williams and Dale

Watson & The Lodestars. 7:30
p.m. at The Birchmere Music Hall,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Combining
both country and rock, Jason D.
Williams performs along with Dale
Watson. Tickets start at $25. Visit
www.birchmere.com/calendar/ for
tickets.

Tom Principato Band. 8 p.m. at The
Carlyle Club, 2050 Ballenger Ave.
Tom Principato performs his
trademark guitar riffs live. Tickets
start at $25. There is a $25 minimum
food and beverage purchase required
per guest, except for general
admission tickets. Visit
www.thecarlyleclub.com.

Four Mile Summer Movie Festival.
Movies start at dusk and are shown
at the Four Mile Conservatory
Building, 4109 Mt. Vernon Ave.
National Community Church’s
inaugural summer movie festival is
co-sponsored by the City of
Alexandria. Film schedule is as
follows: Friday, July 10, “The Lego
Movie;” Friday, Aug. 7, “Mcfarland
USA;” Friday, Sept. 11, “Cool
Runnings.” Bring a blanket or chair.
Free. Visit www.theaterchurch.com
for more.

Youth ages 8-14 are invited to
spend one week creating art and
learning creative techniques, fol-
lowed by a one-day gallery show.
All art supplies, lunch and snacks
are provided. Two one-week ses-
sions: July 20-25 or July 27-31.
$300 per child. Scholarships may
be available. Camps will be held
at Del Ray Artisans Gallery
(handicap accessible), 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/
ArtCamp.

Del Ray Artisans
Summer Camp
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Photos by Samantha Tkac/The Connection

Men’s dayroom of the Acute Men-
tal Health Facility in the Fairfax
Adult Detention Center.

Single cell in the
women’s acute
mental health
facility in the
Fairfax Adult De-
tention Center

Holding cell in
the basement
of the Fairfax
Adult Deten-
tion Center.

Photos by Samantha Tkac/Centreview

Detention Center for 11
years, and before that, in
other mental health facili-
ties. When Weiss retires in
a few weeks, no one will be
hired to fill his position, re-
ducing the CSB staff from
a total of 14 to 13. Psychol-
ogy textbooks, behavioral
therapy manuals and other
informational texts about
the human mind line the
shelves of his office. Despite
Weiss’s knowledge and sen-
sitivity toward mental
health, he is adamant about
referring to the services
that his team provides as
just that — services, not as
treatment.

“I hate using the word
treatment,” Weiss
said. “… People of-
ten believe, it’s sur-
prising — lawyers,
police, family
members espe-
cially, think ‘Boy, I
hate to see this per-
son go to jail but at
least they’ll get
treatment over
there.’ I don’t really
like to leave the
impression that
there is any equiva-
lency between
what we do here
and what the per-
son should receive
or what they might
receive in a hospital or in proper mental
health treatment …. we want to do as much
as we can for as many people as possible,
but our objective is really not to provide
primary treatment, it’s rather to engage,
stabilize, and to transition.”

The CSB staff consists of social workers,
psychologists, or psychiatrists who engage
inmates by providing therapeutic group and
individual sessions. Some of these sessions
include goal-specific outcomes, such as sub-
stance abuse therapy. Other sessions may
begin with confronting the most basic and
important of mental health issues — figur-
ing out what’s wrong, and the needs of the
individual. Weiss says that a benefit these
services within the jail is that “There’s no
such thing as a no-show in jail for an ap-
pointment … there’s 100 percent show rate,
that doesn’t mean that people are always
cooperative. … There are instances where
this is the first time when you’re [the CSB
staff] able to get a clear picture of what’s
going on. As crappy as life is in jail, it’s the
most stable that somebody has been.”

Stabilization doesn’t always occur.

“ONE OF THE FIRST stumbling blocks is
the fact that often when people have an ill-

News

By Samantha Tkac

The Gazette

A
 young man with ruffled hair and
tired eyes peers out through the
rectangular window of his single
cell door. His gaze drifts across

the green-tiled dayroom of the acute men-
tal health facility in the Fairfax Adult De-
tention Center.

The high ceiling of the dayroom reveals
a second floor of single cells, the entire fa-
cility currently occupied by 45 incarcerated
men. The young man’s eyes catch an
observer’s and he nods in greeting. Besides
this subtle gesture, the dayroom is quiet and
still. The tiny cell windows above and be-
low are brightly lit and faceless.

The women’s acute mental health facility
is structurally similar yet compressed, hold-
ing 19 inmates. Both spaces contain cen-
tral open spaces filled with metal tables and
attached chairs. This is where supervisor
Steve Weiss, the director of jail-based be-
havioral services within the ADC and his
14 team members of the Community Ser-
vice Board sit down with each of the cur-
rent 64 inmates to provide mental health
services. But along with serving those in
acute care, the 14 CSB team members pro-
vide mental health services to the jail’s gen-
eral population, serving a total of 1073 in-
mates within the last six months, accord-
ing to CSB Communications Director
Belinda Buescher. During that time, the jail
held an average of 1060 inmates.

“In a perfect world we would have a much
larger staff and we would have a presence
24/7. If we did that with the existing staff
that we have now we would be spread so
thin and services would be so diluted that
we couldn’t respond effectively when we are
here,” Weiss said.

Sheriff Deputy J. Perkins who works in
the facilities explains the Sheriff
Department’s involvement with the facility’s
mental health care. He points to “Ob-Logs”
short for “Observation Logs.” “These are 15
minute checks because it’s high observation
…” Perkins said. “It’s just another piece of
the puzzle in reference to their mental
health status.” Some of the check ups docu-
mented in the logs include whether or not
an inmate takes their medication, what
meals they’re eating and when they’re sleep-
ing. “This gives you a real good picture in
reference to how well they’re doing or if
they’re deteriorating.”

Checking on these individuals frequently
and extensively is a necessity when servic-
ing mental health issues, because a state of
mind can alter drastically even over the
course of a few minutes. Weiss explains that
these circumstances mean that the inmates
who are prioritized for care changes daily.
“We come up with a list every day of who
we must see based on the severity of need,
and then what we do from that point on
depends upon the urgency of the situation.”

Weiss has worked in the Fairfax Adult

ness, whether it involves substance use
or mental illness or both …. the illness
itself prevents them from understanding
that they’re ill,”  he said.

Weiss describes this condition as
“anosognosia” or “lack of awareness”
which according to the Treatment Advo-
cacy Center, is a condition that affects
50 percent of individuals with schizo-
phrenia and 40 percent of individuals

with bipolar disorder. “Because of what’s
wrong with you, you don’t see anything
wrong with you,” Weiss said.

This among other untreated symptoms of
mental illness may result in the inability to
pursue treatment after being released from
jail, despite the Jail Diversion programs in
place for continuing care. This increases the
chances of individuals with mental illness
repeating offenses and being placed right
back within the limits of the Adult Deten-
tion Center’s CSB services, to which Weiss
describes as a “catch all.”

In Weiss’s perfect world, people with
mental illness wouldn’t end up in jail. Yet
besides the fact that there aren’t enough
beds available in state hospitals, there are
also civil liberties that prevent a person with
mental illness to be placed forcibly within
a mental treatment facility. “For a lot of dif-
ferent reasons, people come to jail when
the problem really isn’t criminal activity,”
Weiss said.

He provides a hypothetical situation, “If I
know that Sam can’t make good decisions
for himself, and can’t care for himself, I can’t
just say, ‘I’m putting Sam in a hospital.’
There are laws that protect people.” So
when Sam starts to act out of control and

the police are called, he can’t be taken
to a hospital, but he can be taken to jail.

“It is not about this chunk or that
chunk, all of them are equally important,
the chain is only as strong as its weakest
link,” Weiss said. These “chunks” or ser-
vices include the utilization of Crisis In-
tervention Training on behalf of the
Fairfax County Police, the availability of
Jail Diversion options such as substance
abuse treatment and outpatient pro-
grams, and increasing the support of
post-incarceration options, such as hous-

ing, and placement
within mental
health treatment
facilities.

“What we need
to do is understand
that this is a sys-
temic issue … there
needs to be seam-
less movement,”
Weiss said. “I am in
favor of more ser-
vice in the jail —
but that is a reflec-
tion of the failure of
everything else.”
He reiterates that
the issue of mental
health treatment

within the community is, “A single prob-
lem with different pieces.” Weiss can only
work to improve one.

WEISS SPENDS his days not only with the
inmates, but with family members and
friends who are also affected by this sys-
tem. On the upside, these interactions make
up his favorite part of the job. “It’s always
being able to make something a little bit
better for the person who is incarcerated
or for the person that cares about them …
always, there’s never any question about
that.”

But with love comes heartbreak, as Weiss
describes the difficulty in seeing individu-
als whose, “only crime really is being men-
tally ill.” He spoke to one such individual,
a young man who was refusing therapy or
medication “due to severe paranoia.”

Weiss was trying to convince him to ap-
ply to receive disability checks. After lots of
time and persistence Weiss received, “the
smallest sliver of a maybe” from the man
“which I’m sure by today is going to be a
no.” Weiss sighs, “But — it’s not always a
no.”

Back in the lobby of the Adult Detention
Center, a woman sits in the one of the plas-
tic chairs and bounces a baby on her knee.
Besides thumping the heel of her clog, she
holds her body stiff as she looks above the
baby’s bobbing head and through the doors
leading into the Detention Center. Weiss
said, “When people come here, whether
they’re in the lobby worrying about the per-
son inside or whether it’s the person inside
the jail — they’re at the worst point in their
life, and sometimes the smallest thing can
make a very big difference …. sometimes
it’s saying to a mother — ‘I promise you your
son is going to be OK, we’re watching him.’”

Fourteen mental health service staff
at the disposal of 1060 inmates.

In Jail: Don’t Confuse Mental Health Services with Treatment
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News

Study Examines Fairfax Police Use of Force
From Page 1

MVCCT Names 2015 Scholarship Winner

M
ount Vernon Com-
munity Children’s
Theatre (MVCCT)

named Andrew Schurr as its
2015 scholarship recipient. An-
drew is a graduating senior at
West Potomac High School and
plans to attend Virginia Tech in
the fall to study theatre. He per-
formed in four productions with
MVCCT including: “Sherlock
Holmes and the Speckled
Band,” “The Pink Panther,”
“Much Ado About Nothing” and
“The Beverly Hillbillies.” Addi-
tionally, while at West Potomac,
Andrew was in several produc-
tions and a member of the Thes-
pian Honor Society. MVCCT has
been offering this scholarship to
a graduating senior since 2007.
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The following incidents were reported
by the Mount Vernon District Police Sta-
tion.

ROBBERY, 6600 block of Wakefield
Drive, June 20, around 5:06 p.m. The
victim was in his residence and opened
the front door after hearing a knock. A
man forced his way into the residence,
displayed a handgun at the victim and
demanded money. The suspect took
property and cash and fled. The victim
did not require medical attention. The
suspect was described as white, about 6
feet 2 inches tall, 210 pounds, wearing
a mask over his face.

ROBBERY, 7800 block of Belford
Drive, June 18, 8:30 p.m. The victim
was walking and was approached by a
man. The suspect demanded money and
displayed a knife to the victim. The sus-
pect assaulted the victim with the knife,
took property and fled. The victim was
transported to a local hospital with non-
life-threatening injuries. The suspect
was described as Hispanic, about 5 feet
8 inches tall, 160, medium build, short
black hair, and wearing jeans.

ROBBERY, Arlington Terrace/Lib-
erty Drive, June 18, 2:58 p.m. The

victim was walking and was approached
by a man. The suspect pushed the vic-
tim, took property and fled. The suspect
was described as black, about 18 years
of age, between 5 feet 10 inches to 6 feet
2 inches tall, wearing dark shorts and a
T-shirt.

ROBBERY/BURGLARY OF AN
OCCUPIED DWELLING, 7500 block
of Snowpea Court, June 20, 3:30 a.m.
The victim was walking and was ap-
proached by three men. The suspects
assaulted the victim, took property and
entered the victim’s residence. The sus-
pects then fled in a vehicle. Officers
located the vehicle but the suspects had
fled. The victim was transported to a
local hospital with non-life-threatening
injuries. The first suspect was described
as black, 20s, about 5 feet 10 inches tall,
between 180 to 200 pounds, and wear-
ing tan pants and no shirt. The two
other suspects were described as His-
panic males in their 20s.

UNLAWFUL ENTRY, 3400 block of
Lockheed Boulevard, June 18, 12:38
a.m. Officers responded to a school
alarm at Hybla Valley Elementary
School. Two suspects were located in-
side the school and arrested.

Crime Report

Police Executive Research Forum execu-
tive director Chuck Wexler (center) and
director of applied research and man-
agement Tom Wilson speak to the ad hoc
commission on June 23.

Commission chairman Michael
Hershman asks Police Executive Re-

search Forum executive director Chuck
Wexler follow-up questions after his

presentation over the forum’s report
on Fairfax County police use of force.

the United Kingdom.
“What they’ve done is designed

a format for officers to look at any
given situation,” said Tom Wilson,
and answer, “What is your
threat?” This method, Wilson and
Wexler said, is a crucial part of
any effort to de-escalate a situa-
tion. It requires officers to slow
down or take a step back.

Next were recommendations
for police recruit training. The
review organization found new
Fairfax County officers were first
given firearms training, rather
than starting “with the most sig-
nificant principles of policing,”
Wexler said.

“They ought to hear … about
the sanctity of human life, those
terms, before being handed fire-
arms.” The fourth area was how
Fairfax County responds to people
who are emotionally disturbed or
have mental illness. According to
Commission member Lt. Col. Tom
Ryan of the police department, 43
percent of officers have received
Crisis Intervention Training to
better handle such situations. Po-
lice Chief Edwin Roessler has
stated his goal of having 100 percent of of-
ficers trained, which Wexler said the review
fully supports.

On improving use of force policies, the
Police Executive Research Forum recom-
mendations include prohibiting officers
from shooting at moving vehicles, investi-
gating all cases where deadly force was used
regardless of if the officer hit the target,
making sure electronically controlled weap-
ons are used appropriately, prohibiting
chokeholds and discontinuing the use of the
“precision immobilization technique” for
stopping moving vehicles.

“The department is already doing a lot,”

Wexler said, “and we have suggestions for
how they can do more.”

Commissioner Eric Clingan of the NOVA
Law Firm asked how long Wexler expected
it would take to “change the culture” with
respect to the recommendations from the
Police Executive Research Forum, and what
kind of monitoring should be done.

Wexler responded that changes would
have to come both from Fairfax County Po-
lice leadership and the training academy.
“I don’t think the leap is that far to go,” he
said. “The department is already going in
that route.” Commissioners John Lovaas, a
Reston resident, and Sal Culosi, father of

Dr Salvatore “Sal” Culosi Jr., who was killed
by a Fairfax County Police officer, asked if
citizen oversight and use of Special Weap-
ons and Tactics teams were covered in the
review. Wexler said those topics were “not
part of the scope” of the review.

In answering a commission member,
Board of Supervisors chairman Sharon
Bulova explained this review was separate
from the outside review of police policies
for releasing information, something the
supervisors decided to move forward with
earlier this year. That review, being a bud-
get item for the new fiscal year in Fairfax
County (July 1), has not moved forward

much.
“I’m disappointed in the timing,”

Bulova said. “It’s no excuse.”

FOLLOWING THE PRESENTA-
TION by Wexler and Wilson, Dr.
Steve Band spoke to the commis-
sion on the “human element” —
the psychological and biochemical
effects of being a police officer
faced with life-threatening situa-
tions. “It’s ‘Oh sh-t, that awareness
of extreme vulnerability,” said
Band. “Once you jump on that con-
tinuum, it’s like deer in the head-
lights. Gaining control of that situ-
ation requires muscle memory and
committing to action.” The meet-
ing concluded with reports from
each of the five subcommittees —
Use of Force, Communications,
Mental Health and Crisis Interven-
tion Training, Recruitment, Diver-
sity and Vetting, and Independent
Oversight and Investigations — all
of which have different deadlines
for submitting recommendations to
the full commission.

Monday, July 27 is the next date
scheduled for the meeting of the
full ad hoc commission at the
Fairfax County Government Center.

Chairman Hershman said county staff is
working on securing an alternate location
that would be convenient to residents that
may have difficulty reaching the govern-
ment center.

The full text of the Police Executive Re-
search Forum review of Fairfax County Po-
lice use of force and practice can be found
through the county website’s pages on the
ad hoc commission, www.fairfax
county.gov/policecommission, or directly at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/policecommission/
materials/fairfax-county-police-dept-final-
report-june19.pdf. Band’s presentation is
also available on the commission website.
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Catherine and David Schurr with their son Andrew, the
2015 MVCCT scholarship recipient.
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Aces Battling in
South Division

The Alexandria Aces were one of four
teams in the South division within 1.5
games of one another entering Wednesday’s
action in the Cal Ripken Collegiate Base-
ball League.

The Aces were tied for third in the divi-
sion with a 6-8 record, 1/2 a game behind
the Vienna River Dogs, and 6 1/2 behind

the first-place Bethesda Big
Train (14-3). The Herndon
Braves (5-7) and D.C. Grays (7-
11) are also in the South divi-
sion.

The top two teams in each division qualify
for the league playoffs, along with the two
remaining teams with the best records.

Alexandria defeated Herndon 7-2 on June
22, thanks to a five-run third inning. Grif-
fin Harms finished 3-for-4 with a double and
an RBI. Malcolm Nachmanoff went 2-for-4
with a home run and two RBIs.

Gabriel Mosser earned the win on the
mound, allowing one earned run on six hits
in six innings. He walked two and struck
out five. Mosser was tied for the league lead
with three wins. He had an ERA of 1.13.

The Aces will host the Grays at 7 p.m. on
Friday, June 26.

West Potomac
Participates
At 7on7 University
Bulldog Classic

The West Potomac football team partici-
pated at the 7on7 University Bulldog Clas-
sic on June 21 at Westfield High School.
The Wolverines finished pool play with a 2-
1 record, outscoring opponents 75-41.

John Champe defeated Chantilly to win
the single-elimination tournament. John
Champe, Chantilly, Lake Braddock and
Oakton each qualified for the 7on7 Univer-
sity National Championship Tournament on
July 10 and 11 at Oakton High School.

Field Hockey
Training Available

The Academy International Coaches will
be running field hockey camps this summer
in the following locations at Herndon High
School, Annandale High School, Yorktown
High School and Long Bridge Park in Ar-

lington. Beginners to advanced play-
ers welcome. For dates and times go
to www.academyinternational.net or
call 1-888-529-3827.

Register for
Senior Olympics

The 2015 NVSO competition will
take place Sept. 12-25 at 23 venues
throughout Northern Virginia. Events
include track and field, rowing, swim-
ming, diving, tennis, table tennis,
pickleball, racquetball, handball,
bocce, golf, miniature golf, ten pin
bowling, Wii bowling, eight ball pool,
nine ball pool, horseshoes, men’s bas-
ketball, men’s and women’s basketball
free throw and field goals, Frisbee
throw, football throw, bunco, badmin-
ton, volleyball, cycling, scrabble, crib-
bage, duplicate bridge, softball hit and
throw, Mexican Train dominoes. Mah
Jongg, 5K road race, cornhole toss and
yo-yo tricks. Registration forms are
available at senior centers, community
centers and senior residences or by calling
703-228-4721. Participants can register
online at www.nvso.us after July 1. Regis-
tration fee is $12 which covers multiple
events There is no onsite registration.

Marymount to
Host Boys’
Lacrosse Camps

Marymount University is hosting a series
of lacrosse camps for boys ages 6 to 15 this
summer. There will be a day camp from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. from Monday, July 13 to Fri-
day, July 17. Cost is $310.

There will also be a day camp from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. from Monday, July 20 to Friday,
July 24. Cost is $310. Lunch is included for
the day camps.

Campers will have access to all of
Marymount University’s Division III varsity
athletic facilities.

Rental equipment is available for $35 a
week but does not include sticks. Space is
limited and available on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Contact jreynolds@marymount.edu.

Marymount Summer
Baseball Camps

Marymount University is offering two all-

day baseball camps for high school players
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Aug. 18-19 at
Bishop O’Connell High School.

Run by the Marymount Saints staff and
other area college coaches, the camps pro-
vide the opportunity to showcase a player’s
talent and offer instruction and feedback.
Marymount’s Frank Leoni has more than 20
years of experience as a head coach, includ-
ing stints at William & Mary and Rhode Is-
land.

A total of 25 players Leoni has recruited
or coached have been either drafted or
signed free agent contracts to play profes-
sionally.

The camps will be held at the Saints’ new,
state-of-the-art baseball facility in partner-
ship with Bishop O’Connell. Cost is $100
per day or $150 for both days.

To register, go to http://
collegebaseballcamps.com/saints/info/
19200. Contact the Marymount coaching
staff at baseball@marymount.edu or 703-
284-5966. Campers must bring their own
equipment, including a glove, bat, cleats,
turf or tennis shoes, hat and helmet.

Marymount Offering
Girls’ Lacrosse Camp

Marymount University is offering a la-
crosse skills camp for girls in ninth through
12th grade from 5:30 to 8 p.m., July 27-30
at the back field on the school’s main cam-

pus.
Designed for high school play-

ers preparing for the fall season,
the camp will offer specialty posi-
tion instruction, strength and
speed workouts specific for la-
crosse, along with individual ses-
sions and full field scrimmages.

Each player will be given a pinny
to use for scrimmages, which they
can keep.

The camp will be staffed by the
Marymount women’s lacrosse staff
and certified strength and condi-
tioning coaches. Cost is $150.

Registration
Open for Fall
Field Hockey
League

Registration is now open for
Potomac Field Hockey’s fall youth
league for ages 4-14 (U6, U8, U10,

U12, and U14).
No experience necessary. Once-weekly

team practices with games on Saturdays.
Season runs March 23 through June 13.

For more information or to register, visit
www.potomacfieldhockey.org or email
info@potomacfieldhockey.org.

Potomac Field
Hockey Camps

Potomac Field Hockey is running one-
week camps on July 20-24 and August 17-
21 at the Dulles Sportsplex for boys and
girls, rising first through ninth grade. Learn
both indoor and outdoor hockey. For more
information or to register, visit
www.potomacfieldhockey.org or email
info@potomacfieldhockey.org.

Registration Open for
Adult Field Hockey

Registration is now open for Potomac
Field Hockey’s summer game-only league
for adults aged 18 and older. All games are
on Sundays at Loudoun Soccer Park on sport
turf.

Season runs June 14 through Aug. 9. For
more information or to register, visit
www.potomacfieldhockey.org or email
adult@potomacfieldhockey.org.

Ryan McMillen and the Alexandria Aces
entered Wednesday’s action with a 6-8
record.

Sports

Briefs
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Email announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. In-
clude date, time, location, description and
contact for event: phone, email and/or
website. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

THURSDAY/JULY 2
Successful Networking Seminar.

8:30-10 a.m. at Holiday Inn Express
& Suites, 6055 Richmond Highway.
The Business Roundtable Speaker
Series presents, “Successful
Networking” with speakers Juli
Monroe of 1 to 1 Discovery and Chris

Cooks on nGAGE DC Networking
Group. Free. Visit sfdc.org.

SATURDAY/JULY 4
Free Taxi Rides. 10 p.m.-4 a.m.

During this six-hour period, area
residents celebrating with alcohol
may call the toll-free SoberRide
phone number 1-800-200-TAXI
(8294) and be afforded a safe way
home. Must be 21 or older to call a
SoberRide. Visit http://
www.wrap.org/soberride/ for more.

THURSDAY/JULY 9
Mount Vernon Chamber of

Commerce Business Breakfast.
8-9:30 a.m. at Embassy Suites Fort
Belvoir, Springfield. The July
Business Breakfast will feature the
National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency. Tickets are $25 for Chamber
members and $35 for nonmembers.
Price includes admission and
breakfast buffet. Visit
www.mtvernon-leechamber.org.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Mount Vernon Adult Day

Health Care Center in Alexandria
needs a licensed beautician, a social
companion and a Spanish-speaking

social companion. For these and
other volunteer opportunities, call
703-324-5406, TTY 711 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults
and click on Volunteer Solutions.

The Hollin Hall Senior Center in
Alexandria needs a Ballroom Dance
Instructor and an Italian Instructor.
For these and other volunteer
opportunities, call 703-324-5406,
TTY 711 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults
and click on Volunteer Solutions.

Mount Vernon At Home is a non-
profit organization that relies on
volunteer time to assist older adults

aging in place in their homes.
Volunteers are needed for local
transportation to medical and
personal appointments, errands, and
grocery store trips; light handyman
chores and home technology to name
just a few. No minimum number of
volunteer hours are required. Call
Mount Vernon At Home 703-303-
4060 or e-mail info@mountvernon
athome.org to learn more. Visit
www.mountvernonathome.org.

Volunteers needed in Fairfax
County to drive older adults to
medical appointments and wellness
programs. Call 703-324-5406.

Bulletin Board
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086 • 703-582-3709
240-603-6182

 • Junk Trash Removal
    • Yard/Construction Debris
       • Garage/Basement Clean-
             Out   • Mulching

HAULING HAULING

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

LANDSCAPING

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

 Mulching & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

EmploymentEmployment

F/T P/T Tropical plant,
horticultural technicians

Duties include plant care, client 
relations, process paperwork related to 

position. Metro DC area, Excl. prof. 
career oppty for individual w/plant 

passion, work independently.  Grt  pay, 
benefits, Ins, 401k. Experience with 

Tropical plants a plus, Training 
provided. Email 

sdevine@rollinggreensinc.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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ASHEVILLE, NC
After a long illness, Irene Louise Tilley Russell, 92 years,
passed away peacefully on June 8, 2015 at Deerfield Health
Care Center in Asheville, NC. She was born on July 6, 1923
in Magnolia, Massachusetts, the fourth child of Elsie Irene
(Renna) Kellaway and Arthur Wareham Tilley. She is survived
by James S. Russell, her loving husband of 71 years, and
her five children; Jeffrey K. Russell (Bea) of Asheville,
Suzanne R.  Stillman (Brad) of Norfolk,Va., Sandra R.
Andrews (Jeff)of Burlington, NC,  Elaine R. Boger (Brian) of
Columbia, SC, and Thomas S. Russell (Gail) of Reston, Va.,
and 15 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren.  She grew
up with three older brothers, Art, Bill and Doug, who all pre-
ceded her in death.  Her early years were lived in Gloucester,
MA and Chevy Chase, Md., and she spent the summers on
Cape Cod in Hyannis, MA.  She attended Hood College in
Frederick, Md., and graduated with a BS in Nursing from
Johns Hopkins University.  She married James Sidney
Russell, who also attended Johns Hopkins University.
After her husband, Jim, returned from Germany (WWII), they
began a family, eventually having 5 children.  They settled in
Alexandria, Va. where they lived from 1956 to 2001.  At age
41, she returned to nursing, working in post-partum obstet-
rics.  Later she cared for her aging mother for 10 years.  She
was also Vice President of Northern Virginia Beverage
Company. the family business, and managed their pension
fund for many years. She and her husband, Jim, traveled
extensively and provided many family gatherings in
Alexandria, at the beach in their second home in Garden
City, SC and on ski trips to Colorado.  She loved the out-
doors, especially the ocean, fresh salt air, and the sun.  In
2001, they moved from Alexandria, Va. to the Deerfield
Community in Asheville, NC.  For the past two years, she
resided in Simonds Health Care at Deerfield.
As a wife, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, she
was the picture of grace and had an elegance that inspired
others.  She never missed a birthday, family event or anni-
versary without a thoughtful card or gift.  She leaves a leg-
acy of humanness, kindness, unselfishness and unending
love for her family and others.  A supportive and intelligent
woman, she was devoted to her husband and family.  She
brought a calm and smiling presence to many.
May she rest in peace with her loving God and deceased
relatives and friends.  We would like to acknowledge and
express great appreciation for the loving and excellent care
she received from the staff at Deerfield Health Care Center.
Special thanks go to Malinda McDevitt, a loving caregiver
from Home Instead.  We also would like to thank her many
caring and supportive friends at Deerfield Retirement
Community.
A funeral and memorial service are planned for August. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
CarePartners/Hospice Foundation, P.O. Box 25338,
Asheville, N.C. 28813 or to a charity of your choice.
Groce Funeral Home at Lake Julian is assisting the family
and a memorial guest register book is available online at
www.grocefuneralhome.com.

Irene Louise Tilley Russell

Obituary
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LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications 
will be received in the office of the Purchasing Division until the 
date and time designated as follows:

Title: Request for Proposals No. 00000523, Transportation De-
mand Management Marketing Communications and Outreach

Closing Date and Time: August 4, 2015, 4:00 p.m., prevailing 
local time.    

The City will hold a non-mandatory pre-proposal conference 
on: July 8, 2015, 10:00 AM prevailing local time at 100 N. Pitt 
Street, Suite 301, Purchasing Conference Room, Alexandria, 
VA 22314
For general inquiries contact Cynthia Davis, Contract Specialist 
at 703.746.3921.
The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY REQUIRES ITS 
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOY-
ERS.
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OBITUARY
BRENDA BROWN HATTON

Brenda B. Hatton passed away on June 15 at her home in 
Alexandria.  She put up a valiant effort against the lung cancer 
with which she had been diagnosed three years earlier.

Brenda was born in Lake Providence, LA, the daughter of 
Edna Mae (Keller) and Joseph Patten Brown.  She grew up on 
a cotton plantation, owned by her father, and graduated in 
1963 from Sophie Newcomb College (now Tulane) with a de-
gree in English Literature. She was a member of Kappa Alpha 
Theta sorority.   For over thirty years, she served as a profes-
sional staff member in the U.S. Congress, working in the per-
sonal offices of Florida Senator Edward Gurney, Louisiana 
Senators Allen Ellender and Russell Long and Representatives 
David Bowen (MS) and Jerry Huckaby (LA). She also directed 
a subcommittee of the House Committee on Agriculture and 
retired as staff member of the full Committee. 

Brenda was an avid reader, an accomplished gardener and an 
enthusiastic traveler, visiting over 30 foreign countries during 
her lifetime. She was a member of the Red Hill Garden Club 
and Alexandria Hospital’s TWIG.  

She is survived by her husband of 42 years, Bruce N. Hatton, 
and her daughter Amanda Briggs Hatton.  She is also survived 
by her sister, Amanda Lasker, of Alexandria, her brother, 
Joseph Patten Brown, of Lake Providence and several beloved 
nieces and nephews.

A memorial service will be held at 11:00am on Tues., June 23 
at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church in Alexandria.  
Donations may be made in her name to the Alexandria Public 
Library.   
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Latinos como tú sirviendo a nuestra comunidad

703-444-7804
www.VAGoldBuyers.com

21580
Atlantic Blvd.

#120
Sterling,
VA 20166
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We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

28 Yard Sales

Pinewood Lake HOA 
Community Yard 

Sale
Lawrence & Central 
Park Dr area 22309

Sat Jun 27 (r/d Sun 28) 
8 am – 1 pm

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/

Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria

Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

I believe the future is 
only the past again, entered

through another gate.
-Arthur Wing Pinero
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

ToyotaOwnersOnline.com

29 YEARS OF
RECEIVING

THIS
HONOR

1 OF 4
DEALERSHIPS

IN THE NATION
TO RECEIVE THIS HONOR
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